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AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2003 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
CODE, REGULATING AND GOVERNING THE CONDITIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL PROPERTY, 
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES; BY PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR SUPPLIED UTILITIES AND 
FACILITIES AND OTHER PHYSICAL THINGS AND CONDITIONS ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THAT 
STRUCTURES ARE SAFE, SANITARY, AND FIT FOR OCCUPANCY AND USE; AND FOR THE 
CONDEMNATION OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES UNFIT FOR HUMAN OCCUPANCY AND USE, AND 
THE DEMOLITION OF SUCH EXISTING STRUCTURES IN THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF ORION; 
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS AND COLLECTIONS OF FEES THEREFORE; REPEALING 
ORDINANCE NO. 75 OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF ORION, AND ALL OTHER ORDINANCES AND 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 
 
Section 1 - Adoption of Code 
 
That a certain document, three (3) copies of which are on file in the Building Department of the Charter Township of Orion, 
being marked and designated as the International Property Maintenance Code, 2003 edition, as published by the International 
Code Council, be and is hereby adopted as the Property Maintenance Code of the Charter Township of Orion, in the State of 
Michigan, for regulating and governing the conditions and maintenance of all property, buildings, and structures; by 
providing the standards for supplied utilities and facilities and other physical things and conditions essential to ensure that 
structures are safe, sanitary and fit for occupation and use; and the condemnation of buildings and structure unfit for human 
occupancy and use, and the demolition of such existing structures as herein provided; providing for the issuance of permits 
and collections of fees therefore; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said 
Property Maintenance Code on file in the office of the Charter Township of Orion are hereby referred to, adopted and made a 
part hereof, as if fully set forth in this Ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions, and changes, if any, prescribed in 
Section 2 of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 2 - Insertions in Code 
 
The following sections are hereby revised: 
 

Section 101.1.  Insert "Charter Township of Orion". 
 
Section 103.5.  Insert "attached schedule". 
 
Section 304.14.  Insert "April 1 through October 31". 
 
Section 602.3.  Insert "September 1 through June 1". 
 
Section 602.4.  Insert "September 1 through June 1". 

 
Section 3 - Violation and Penalties 
 
A. Municipal Civil Infraction / Payment of Fine. 

 
Any person, firm, or corporation violating a provision of this Ordinance, upon an admission or a finding of responsibility 
for such violation, shall be deemed responsible for a municipal civil infraction as that term is defined and used in MCL 
600.101, et seq.; MSA 27A.101, et seq., as amended, and shall pay a civil fine as prescribed by ordinance or as 
determined by the district court, district court judge, or district court magistrate. 

 
B. Costs. 

 
A person, firm, or corporation ordered to pay a fine under Subsection A shall be ordered by the district court judge or 
magistrate to pay costs of not less than Nine Dollars ($9) or more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500), which costs may 
include all expenses, direct or indirect, to which the Township of Orion has been put in connection with the violation of 
the Ordinance up to the entry of the court’s judgment or order to pay fines and costs. 

 
C. Additional Writs and Orders. 
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A person who admits or is found responsible for violation of this Ordinance shall comply with any order, writ, or 
judgment issued by the district court to enforce this Ordinance pursuant to Chapter 83 and Chapter 87, of the Revised 
Judicature Act, MCL 600.101, et seq.; MSA 27A.101, et seq., as amended. 

 
D. Default on Payment of Fines and Costs. 

 
A default in payment of a civil fine, costs, or damages, or expenses ordered under Subsection A or B or an installment of 
the fine, costs, or damages or expenses as allowed by the court, may be collected by the Township of Orion by a means 
authorized for the enforcement of a judgment under Chapters 40 or 60 of the Revised Judicature Act, MCL 600.101, et 
seq.; MSA 27A.101, et seq., as amended. 

 
E. Failure to Comply with Judgment or Order. 

 
If a defendant fails to comply with an order or judgment issued pursuant to this section within the time prescribed by the 
court, the court may proceed under Subsection G. 

 
F. Failure to Appear in Court. 

 
A defendant who fails to answer a citation or notice to appear in court for a violation of this Ordinance is guilty of a 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500) plus costs and/or imprisonment not to 
exceed ninety (90) days. 

 
G. Civil Contempt. 

 
1. If a defendant defaults in the payment of a civil fine, costs, or other damages or expenses, or installment as ordered 

by the district court, upon motion of the Township of Orion or upon its own motion, the court may require the 
defendant to show cause why the defendant should not be held in civil contempt and may issue a summons, order to 
show cause, or bench warrant of arrest for the defendant’s appearance. 

 
2. If a corporation or an association is ordered to pay a civil fine, costs, or damages or expenses, the individuals 

authorized to make disbursements shall pay the fine, costs, or damages or expenses, and their failure to do so shall 
be civil contempt unless they make the showing required in this subsection. 

 
3. Unless the defendant shows that the default was not attributable to an intentional refusal to obey the order of the 

court or to a failure on his or her part to make a good faith effort to obtain the funds required for payment, the court 
shall find that the default constitutes a civil contempt and may order the defendant committed until all or a specified 
part of the amount due is paid. 

 
4. If it appears that the default in the payment of a fine, costs, or damages or expenses does not constitute civil 

contempt, the court may enter an order allowing the defendant additional time for payment, reducing the amount of 
payment or of each installment or revoking the fine, costs, or damages or expenses. 

 
5. The term of imprisonment on civil contempt for nonpayment of a civil fine, costs, or damages or expenses shall be 

specified in the order of commitment and shall not exceed one (1) day for each Thirty Dollars ($30) due.  A person 
committed for nonpayment of a civil fine, costs, or damages or expenses shall be given credit toward payment for 
each day of imprisonment and each day of detention in default of recognizance before judgment at the rate of Thirty 
Dollars ($30) per day. 

 
6. A defendant committed to imprisonment for civil contempt for nonpayment of a civil fine, costs, or damages or 

expenses shall not be discharged from custody until one of the following occurs: 
 

a. Defendant is credited with an amount due pursuant to Subsection G(5). 
b. The amount due is collected through execution of process or otherwise. 
c. The amount due is satisfied pursuant to a combination of Subdivisions G(6)(a) and (b). 

 
7. The civil contempt shall be purged upon discharge of the defendant pursuant to Subsection G(6). 
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Section 4 – Repeal  
 
That Ordinance No. 75 of the Charter Township of Orion and all other ordinances or parts of ordinances which are 
inconsistent or in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency or conflict. 
 
Section 5 – Severability 
 
The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, 
section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Ordinance 
shall not be affected. 
 
Section 6 – Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall be published in full in a newspaper of general circulation in the Charter Township of Orion, qualified 
under State law to publish legal notices, and shall become effective upon publication, as provided by law. 
 
Section 7 – Adoption 
 
This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Orion at a 
meeting thereof duly called and held on the 3rd day of October, 2005, and ordered to be given publication in the manner 
prescribed by the Charter of the Township of Orion. 
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