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Facility Use Policy 
 

Section 1 – Introduction 
 

A. The Parks & Recreation Department of the Charter Township of Orion has established the following policies and procedures to ensure the safe 

and efficient use and the equitable availability of facilities managed by the Parks & Recreation Department. 

B. Our primary concern is to see that our facilities are maintained for, used by, and kept available for use by Orion Township residents. 

C. The Township reserves the right to modify these policies and procedures and to develop and enforce such additional rules and regulations as 

may be required for the protection of the parks, the individual facilities of the parks, and the users and patrons of the parks. 

D. While fees as imposed by this policy and by Township Board resolution may be waived, it is the General Policy of the Charter Township of Orion 

that fees shall be charged in any instance where an entry fee, participation fee, or other fee is charged by the facility user. 

E. Although reserved use of park facilities is permitted by this policy and encouraged by the Charter Township of Orion, the Parks & Recreation 

Department shall allow any unreserved facility or portion of a facility to be made available for open, unstructured, public recreation activity on a 

first come/first served basis.  

F. The dedicated use of any facility or area shall be considered the priority use for that facility or area unless written permission for an alternate use 

has been obtained from the Parks & Recreation Department. 

G. ADA Compliance; ADA, American Disabilities Act prohibits municipal agencies from supporting organizations that discriminate on the basis of 

disability. 

 
Section 2 - Facilities Reservations 
 

A. A facility shall be considered "reserved" upon the payment of the determined fee and the issuance of a Park Facilities Permit to be provided by the 

Parks & Recreation Department where applicable, permit shall include ALL of the following: 

 The name, address, and phone number of the individual completing the application for the permit.  This information will determine residency and 

fees will be based accordingly. 

 The specific facility being reserved. 

 The date, time, and duration of the permit. 

 The specific fees charged and specific security deposit. 

 Any conditions assigned to the permit over and above the requirements of Township Ordinance or this Policy. 

 The signature of the Orion Township Parks & Recreation Department. 

 The signature of the applicant for the permit agreeing to the conditions, restrictions, and waivers required and acknowledging that any such 

conditions, restrictions, and waivers have been met or will be met in connection with the event for which the permit has been issued. 

 

B. Full payment of fees is due at the time of reservation; including a non-refundable $15 application fee, refundable $100 damage deposit if required 

and all other applied charges.  $30 snow removal fee will be assessed if necessary and deducted from refundable damage deposit. 

 

C. Cancellation and schedule changes by the applicant/permit holder: 

 

1. All cancellations and schedule changes are subject to a $10 cancellation fee and forfeiture of non-refundable $15 application fee. Requests 

must be made in writing at least 14 days prior to the rental date to avoid further penalties..   

 

2. For any cancellations less than fourteen (14) days prior to the event or activity, the entire fee is forfeited, however, the entire security 

deposit will be refunded. 

 

D. In the event of cancellation by the Parks & Recreation Department due to weather conditions, which make the activity impossible, or by any Act of God 

beyond the control of the applicant/permit holder, 1) a credit may be given to the applicant; 2) A refund request may be submitted to the Parks & 

Recreation Department; or 3) the activity may be rescheduled at the earliest available date. 
 
Section 3 - Sales on Park Property 

 

The Charter Township of Orion reserves to itself complete and exclusive rights to regulate the sale of all goods and services sold or conducted on 

park property; including but not limited to: souvenirs, programs, parking permits, etc. The sale of such items is expressly prohibited without the 

approval of the Township Board.  The selling of food concessions must be approved by the Township Board and follow all Oakland County 

Health Department requirements. 
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The right to grant a franchise to a third party for the sale of all goods specified is held exclusively by the Charter Township of Orion and no payment 

fee, percentage, or other remuneration shall accrue to the applicant/permit holder as a result of such a franchise without the approval of the Township 

Board.  Failure to acquire authorization could result in forfeiture of damage deposit. 
 

Section 4 - Waivers, Etc. 

 

By recommendation of the Parks & Recreation Department, the Charter Township of Orion reserves the right to waive policies in whole or in part; to 

waive restrictions and conditions; to impose restrictions and conditions; to require special security; to waive fees in whole or in part; to impose 

additional insurance requirements; to require municipal inspections and approvals; and to take such steps as may be necessary to ensure the health, 

safety, and welfare of the residents of Orion Township and the users of the parks. 
 

Section 5 - Fees and Charges 

 

A. Non-profit organizations and related civic groups to the Orion Township Parks and Recreation Department may be eligible to receive 

reduced facility use fees.  The reduced fees apply only on rentals Monday – Friday, excluding holidays, only at Sheardy Pavilion, Friendship 

Park Outdoor Pavilion, Gazebo and Picnic Shelter.  See “Facility Use Fees” for rates.   

 

B. A non-refundable $15 application fee is required for all facility use requests.  Application fee is per request, not per facility, and the request 

can be for multiple dates within the same calendar year. 

 

C. A refundable $100 damage deposit is required for use of Friendship Park Meeting Room and Pavilion. See “Facility Use Fees” for rates.  

Any damages occurring during or as a direct result of your reservation will be deducted from your damage deposit.  Replacement/repair 

charges will be assessed and applied accordingly. 
 

Section 6 - Alcohol/Tobacco in the Park 
 

The sale, use, and possession of any controlled substance is expressly prohibited, including but not limited to, alcoholic beverages, beer, wine, and 

other spirits in all parks in the Charter Township of Orion. Smoking is prohibited on or within fifty (50) feet of any athletic field, play structure, or Orion 

Township recreation activity. 
 

Section 7 – Rules 
 

A.  Facility Use Rules 

 

1. Please leave park clean - sweep pavilion area, wipe off tables, and put refuse in designated containers. 

2. This reservation is for the designated park facility only. Other park attractions and facilities are open to the public. (i.e., the basketball courts, 

restrooms, etc.) 

3. The Township shall have the absolute right and discretion to cancel this agreement and any permission granted to the organization to use 

Township facilities in the event the organization fails to fully satisfy the rules set forth in this agreement, provided, however, the Township 

shall give written notification to the organization of the specific rule infraction(s) and a reasonable time to correct any infraction(s) prior to 

cancellation. 

4. Organizations shall be responsible for the supervision of parking and the supervision and control of spectators. 

5. Use of fireplace at Friendship Park Pavilion/Meeting Room must be requested at time of reservation and included on permit. 

6. Nails, pushpins or tape can not be used on any indoor or outdoor facilities. Helium balloons are not permitted indoors. 

7. Rice, popcorn or flower petals can not be thrown during wedding ceremonies.  Birdseed is permitted. 

8. All other Township ordinances are in effect and must be adhered to while on Township property. 

 

B.  Park Rules 

 

1. Glass beverage containers are not permitted on park premises. 

2. No unauthorized vehicles permitted on grass or paths, except for motorized wheelchairs and/or similar devices for the disabled. 

3. Fires permitted only in elevated grills. 

4. The sale, use, and possession of any controlled substance is expressly prohibited, including but not limited to, alcoholic beverages, beer, wine, 

and other spirits in all parks in the Charter Township of Orion.  

5. Smoking, including electronic cigarettes, is prohibited on or within fifty (50) feet of any athletic field, play structure, or Orion Township 

recreation activity. 

6. All pets must be on leash.   

7. No pets in playground area or on any athletic fields. 

8. Pet owners are responsible for picking up and removing their animal's feces from any park area. 

9. Please observe posted park hours. 

10. No vehicles in park after closing. 

11. No golf allowed in park unless in designated area. 
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12. Deposit all waste in trash receptacles. 

13. Use of athletic fields must be requested at time of reservation and included on permit. 

14. Children ages12 & under shall be supervised by an adult at all times. 

15. Parking is permitted in designated areas only.  Parking along roadways, either paved or gravel is prohibited. 

16. Organized groups of 20 or more must notify Parks and Recreation prior to use of any Township recreation facilities. 
 

Section 8 - Liability Insurance Requirements 
 

A. Use and Rental by Commercial (For Profit) Groups and Nonprofits/Charitable Groups including business seminars, parties, receptions, civic 

groups, such as Chamber of Commerce, service clubs, churches, and similar groups. A copy of the general liability coverage with a minimum 

amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence with the following wording added as Additional Insured “It is understood and agreed that the following shall 

be Additional Insureds:  The Charter Township of Orion and including all elected and appointed officials, all employees and volunteers, all 

boards, commissions, and/or authorities and their board members, employees and volunteers.” 

 

B. The liability of the Charter Township of Orion for failure to honor an issued permit for use of facilities in any park as a result of power failure, act 

of God, condition of the facility, or other incident beyond the reasonable control of the Township shall be limited to: 

 

1. Providing a mutually satisfactory alternate date and/or time for the event or activity scheduled under the permit; or 

 

2. Refund of any monies received by the Township from the applicant/permit holder as a result 

 of a specific permit. 
 

Section 9 – Amendments / Review 
 

This policy shall be reviewed in January annually by the Orion Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee.  Amendments to this policy shall be made on 

recommendation from the Orion Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee and approved by the Township Board.  

 


